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ly  Relates  to  crop  from  "bloom  of  year  shown. 


i  L  1  B  R  A  R  Y 
MAR  19  1947 


UNITED  STATEIS   D  F.  P  A  Ri~  fvi  Et  NX  OF  ACSRlCCfLTUiRE 
Crop   Rf.porx  bureau  of  AQRicuuTunAu  economics  Washington,  D.  C, 

as  of  CROP  .Re PORT!  NG  BOA F^D  March  10,  19^7 

■  C-Sl^IHhLa'  CROP  KSPOR?  AS '  0?  fJARCH-  lt'D^9h7 

Tlin  19^7  crop  season  a'ppe'ars  to  be' starting  normally  in  contrast  to  the  last 
t\fo  seasons  -fhen  crops  at  t-his'-dat^  iirero  farther  ^lon/^thsji  usual;  :  Winter  wheat 
is  j^recninj^  up  in  the  s  but  he  rn..{rr  sat- Plains,  "but  in  .northern  areas  from  -i-.he  Sast' 
to  -^he  Eockios-.it  .was., still  unlor  snov/  on  Mnrch  1,    AppaJBntly    it  has  nearly  r.ain- 
taincd'.ths' oxccllqnt  prospects  Gho\m  when  it  entered  v;inter  dornanrcy,  ■  rurin?;  Feb- 
ruary spring  work  uiajie  ^db"d  t>rof^ress  in  the- South -g.nd .  a  small;  acreage' of  -  spring 
rraln  v/as   sovn  as  far  north  as  Missouri,  Kansas  and  eastern  Colorado,    The  coll 
weather  had  the  faTorablo  affect  of  slowing  growth  of  grains,  and  preventing  -jre" 
laature  development  of  fru'. t  "bulr.    On  the  other  hand  it  caused  severe  dpjnage  to 
both  citrus  .ani  truck  crops,-  '  f>  oil  "moisture  ■throu..Thput  the  co'ontry  is  jmostly  satis- 
factory and  irrigation  v/ater''-T;up'olies  ample,  except  ,in  Arl::ona.j  ITew  Mexico  ani 
adjacent  areas,    jBccause  of  the  long,  favorable  fall,  farm  work  wr'S.  well,  advanced' 
cind  farmers  arc  in  a.stron.5  position  as  they  face  the  new  season,    Tirtvially  all- 
signs  to  late  point  to  en  excellent  producing  season  "In  19^7*  - 

February  v/eathor  varied  from  mild  to  severe,,  avorsging  colder  then  usual  in- 
most of  the  eastern  twc—thiiJds  of  the  coun.try  ??nd  ending  on  the  severe  siic,  '  In 
extreme  Uorthcast  shovrfall'wa's  he-^vy,-  thLnning  tov/arl  "the -west ,  with  pg.rts  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  bare  of '  snow  cover  most  of  the  time.    Most  of  the  IK'crth  Cen- 
tra.l  region  ha.d  snow  f,aid  blifiza.rds  in  the  first  10  days,    Ticspite  retreating  snow 
cover  about  mid-February  this  re.eiion  . f ini shed  the  month  v.-ith  a  cover  which  extended 
south  of  the  Ohio  liiver,     Prcci-oita,tion  -■■Je.s  bolov;  norm*'  !  for.  the '  nonth-"but  the  soil 
moisture  situa.tion  is  mostly  satisfactory,'    In  the  South  temp.cra.tures.  altema.tei  by 
weeks  betv^een  mild  and  cold  v;:  th  ra:' nf all  well  kIow.  normal,  in.  mo.st.  of.  the  areas, 
except  Florida,    Snow  covered  Maryla.nd,  Yirgi-nia,  Zentucky  and  northern  Tennessee 
at  the  end  of  Februar;;/,,     Frecipitation  was  relatively  light  in  the  G-rcat  Plains 
area  and  ri.bcut  mid-month  the  snnv/  cover  pra.ctically  iisap"^eared,  though  a  thin 
blaJiket  returned  in  the  north'^rn  part  at  the  end  of  the  month.     Some  soil  blowing 
occurred  during  the  first  v/eek.     Soil  moisture  ap^^ears  Simple  in  the  north,  but  the 
soil  is  too  dry  for  seeling    in  some  of  the  southern  nortion.    Additi'^ns  to  the 
snov/  pack  in  the  northern  Rock:/  Mountain  region  helped  assure  ajnple  irrigation 
Water  there,  but  the  sup'oly  in  the  southern  portion  is  fa.r  below  normal  rnd  in 
some  cases  the  lowest  on  recori.    The  Great  3as"  n  was  bare  "oart  of  the  month, 
axiring  is  starting  ijerl.y  ir.  tb'^  Pacifie  Coastal  area,  where  the  soil  moist-ore 
PiiXinly  is  generally  b^lov'  n^-i?  altho-.i^'h  th;^re  ^.--r-v^-  -^irr.ely  rains  luring  February. 

Little  field  work  was  lone  in-'-nc rthorn  areas  ea.?t  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
during  February;  in  contrast  to  the  situj-.tion  a  year  ago.    3ut  farmers  are  ready 
for  spring  because  of  the  unusual  amount  of  work  possible  during  the  extended 
period  before  vn.ntcr  closed  in,    G-rains  we're  moving  from,  farms  as  rapidly  as  rail 
transportation  permitted,.   Large  quantities  are  available  for  market  because  of 
record  production  ..and  low  feed  dem.ajads'  duo  to  decreased  .livestock  nvunbors  and  to 
conserv^'tion  of  feed  resulting  from  late  pasturing  -and  a  mild  v;inter,    Grood  pro*' 
gross  was  made  in  farm  work  in  the  South,  as  below,  normal  rainfall  pcrmittod^pre- 
para'tion  of  fields  and  some  ^lantir.g  of  potatoes,  corn  and  spring  grains.  Fields 
are  ready  for  rice  in  that  area,     Sccdang  h^d  been  possible  as  far  north  as 
Missouri,  Kansas,  and  eastern  Colorado,  bjit  was  checked  by  cold  weather  the  last 
week  of  February,    G-rr-.ins  were  growing'  slowly  and  fruit  trees  remained  .dormant^ 
because  of  the  cold  v/e-ther.    In  the  Souttevcst  >  ck  of  soil  moisture  was  delaying 
seeding  in  some  aroas,  though  replpnting  of  fro-^en  fall  orts  and  barley  was  planned 
Timelj'-  light  rains  and  mill  weather  fr-vored  activities  along  the  Pacific  Coast 
'■■rith  plo'^ng  as  frr  north  as  Oregon  a.nl  good  growth  of  grass  ?nl  greins, 

1^-eat  appears  to  have  \;intcred  well  in  m.ost  areas  although  there  has  been 
little  snow  protection  in  Pennsylvania  a.nl  Ohio,  and  some  shortage  of  moisture  in 
Missouri,    Top  soil  in  the  G-reat  Plains  is  relatively  dr^',  but  spring  rains  will 
probably  remciy  this  situation. 
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Subf3oil  moisture  supply  is  mostly  satisfactory.    Growth  has  started  in  the  Pacific 
Coastal  area  as  far  north  as  southeastern  Washington^  "but  other  northern  areas  are 
snow  covered.    As  a  result  of  extensive  damage  in  Florida  from  .low  temperatures  and 
hirrjci  \rlnd.3  in  FelDruary,  the  national  citrus  crop  is  estiimated    to  "be  11-|  million 
•boxes  less  than  on  February  1.    It  is  still  5  percent  larger  than  the  previous  crop, 
however,  and  kk  percent  above  the  10-year  average.    The . unfavorable  weather  also 
further'  damaged  truck  crops  in  Florida  and  the  Southeast.  -Vlnter  truck  crop 
production  may  be  12  percent  less  than  a  year  ago,  but  15  .percent  above  average. 
Total  acreage  of  spring  crop  vegetables  is  expected  to  be  as  much  as  9  percent 
below  that  of  last  spring,  but" 10  percent  above  average.    Onions  and  lettuce 
account  for  a  lar^;;©  part-  of  the  reduction. 

Egg  production  in  February  was  k  percent  less  than  in  February  19^6,  but 
only  because  the  number  of  layers  was  6  percent  smaller.    At  12. k  eggs  per  hen,  the 
rate  of  lay  •v.'-as  the  highest  of  record  for  February.    The  number  of  layers  was  down 
despite  the  fact  that  sales  of  chickens  from  farms  in  19^6  was  15  percent  less  than 
in  19^5.    Milk  cows  produced  at  the  highest  February  level  in  history.    So,  despite 
fewer  producing  cows,  milk  production  for  the  month  was  higher  than  average  and  in 
19^6,  and  only  slightly  below  the  peak  levels  of  February  I9I+ 4  and  19^5.  These 
high  levels  of-  production  are  attributed  to  continued  heavy  feeding  and  good 
management,  such  as  the  heavy  culling  of  the  past  two  years,  rather  than  the  . 
weather  which  was  not  parti cu3Larly  favorable. 

CITRUS:    Total  U.SV  citrus  production  for  19^+6-1+7  is  now  forecast  at  about  192 
million  boxes  -  5  percent  above  the  crop  of  last  season  and  kk  percent  above  the 
10-year  average.    The  total  is  11.5  million  boxes  less  than  indicated  on  February  1 
because  of  extensive  damage  in  Florida  from  low  temperatures  and  high  winds  early 
in  February.    Total  orange  production  is  forecast  at  110.8  million  boxes  -  50.6  ' 
million  boxes  of  early, and  mi dseason  varieties  and  6o.2  million  boxes  of  Valencias. 
These  totSils  compare  with  100.3  million  boxes  produced  in  19^5-^6,  of  which  k6.9 
million  boxes  were  early  and  mi dseason  varieties  and  53.^  million  boxes  were 
Valencias.  ■  Grapefruit  production  is  estimated  at  62.5  million  boxes  -  slightly 
less  than  the  19k'}-k6  crop  of  63.6  million  boxes. 

Florida's  19k6-k']  c±trus  crop  sustained  severe  and  extensive  damage  from  freezes 
early  in  February.    Damage' was  greatest  in  groves  on  low  ground  in  the  interior 
of  Florida,    On  the  Vest  Coast  and  Lower  East  Coast  the  damage  was  slight.  Prior 
to  the  freezes  the  drop  of  fruit  had  been  heavy  because  of  dry  weather,  relatively 
high  temperatures  and  high  winds.    Present  conditions  indicate  that  about  8  million 
boxes  of  oranges  and  3.5  million  boxes  of  grapefruit  have  been  lost  as  a  result  of 
the  freezes.    Between  February  8  and  March  1  about  5  million  boxes  of  oranges  and  - 
1.8  million  boxes  of  grapefruit  were  harvested.    Of  these,  about  one-half  the 
oranges  and  nearly  a  million  boxes  of  the  grapefruit  were  canned. 

On  March  1,  about  23.5  million  boxds  of  oranges  remained  for  all  purposes,  or  a 
i:vpply  about  equal  to  that  of  March  1,  I9U6.    However,  supplies  suitable  for 
frcph  market  are  considerably  less  than  on  the  same  date  last  year  because,  of 
->eezo  damage.    Total  utilization  of  oranges  to  March  1  amounted  to  about.  28 
mi''.lion  boxes,  of  which  processors  used  9.0  million.    Last  year  to  March  1  about 
26.  J  million  were  used,  of  which  canners  took  8.9  million. 

Early  and  midseason  oranges  are  now  estimated  at  26,5  million  boxes  compared  with 
31.0  million  in  prospect  on  February  1  and  fi5.i+  million  produced  in  19^5-^6. 
About  26  million  boxes  were  utilized  by  March  1  this  year,  leaving  less  than  a 
ir^illion  boxes  of  usable  oranges  on  trees  after  that  date.    Harvest  should  be 
completed  between  March  15  and  20.    Valencia  oranges  are  forecast  at  25,0  million 
boxes  -  3.5  million  less  than  the  February  1  forecast  but  slightly  more  than  the 
I9I4.5-I+6  production  of  2k. k  million  boxes.    Although  rains  interfered  with  salvage 
picking,  mSre  than  2.0  million  boxes  of  Valencias  were  picked  and  utilized  in 
February  after  the  freeze. 

-  3  - 
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Hai-rest  cf  tangerines  for  fresh  inarket  and  processing  is  about  over.  Con- 
sidera'ble  fruit  remains  ou  the  ti*ees  "but  little  is  of  merchantalDle  qisality.  About 

million  boxes  have  'been' utilized-,  of  vhich  900,000  v;as  px-ocessede  Economic 
abandorunent  has  been  heavy  this  year^ 

Hea^y  droToping  of  ^raiDefr-ait  continued  the  first  week  of  March,  v/ith  lib'ole 
incentive  to  xiick  up  the  di- ops  for  urocessingo    ProG-oective  producbion  as  of 
March  1  is  forecast  ab  30,0  million  boxes  — -  3o5  million  less  than  indicated  on 
February  1  and  2.0  million  less  than  uroduced  in  19^ 5- ^♦'6.    Nearly  14^8  million 
boxes  had  been  utilized  to  March  1  vrhich  was  1,5  million  less  than  last  year  to 
the  same  date^    Processors  used  8»6  million  boxes  to  March  1^  19^7  compared  vith 
10.6  milj.ior.  used  to  March  1  last  yearc    Fresh  markets  receired  6,,2  million  this 
year  to  March  1  compa.ved  with  5 7  million  last  year  to  March  1, 

The  effect  of  the  freezes,  on  the  19^7'-'+8  crorjs  is  not  knovm  at  this  timeo 
Damage  to  citrus  foliage  and  vrood  was  extensive  and  probably  a  considerable  nu-^ber 
of  tvees  will  be  lost:,    Abundant  rains  follov/ing  the  freeze  have  been  beneficial, 

♦  Texas  oranges  are  estimated  at  5*5  mili:;.nn  boxes-  l^  percen.'S  ab o'';^  the^rop  of 
last  season,    GraDefruit  TDroductiou  is  Tolaced  at  25->0  million  boxes  ■ —  ^<r  -oercent 
abc-  e  last  season.     Total  oranges  utilized  to  March  1  amounted  to  million 
boxes,  about  k  percent  less  than  utilized  to  March  1  last  year^    Altacrig^  ohe 
Tol^dme  of  Texas  oranges  processed  is  not  large,  more  wer^:;  canned  this  year  thi-^. 
ever  before.    G-ra-oefruit  utilization  to  March  1  totaled  about  1^,0  m^Qiion -b otb^  of 
■yhiuh  jc.6-  million  v/ere  processed  and  the  remainder  used  fresh.    Total  utilization 
to  March  1  was  13  '-oei*ccnt  under  that  for  tha'same  date  last  season.    Frush  fruit 
shipments  wore  off  15  percent  and  processing  off  10  locrcento 

AlthoTigh-  rainfall  was  light  dur-ing  February,  water  for  irrigation  was 
xilentiful  and  conditions  were'  generally  favorable  for  development  of  good  qxiali  t;.^ 
fruito    A  brief  cold  ST)ell  struck  the  Texas  citrus  area  February  5-^;  but  appcrent- 
ly  no  damage  occurred  to  either  fruit  or  trees e    'ilie  19^7  bloom  has  been  delayed 
by  the  prevailing  ccld  weather  and  v/ill  probably  occur  about  the  middle  of  March, 
tvro  weeks  later  than  usual » 

Arl  zona  oranges  are  estimated  at  1,27  million  boxes  of  v/hich  «60  million 
are  Navels  and  miscellaneous  a;j.d  .67  million  are  Valencias,-  In  19^5- orange 
production  was  1.21  million  boxes  of  which  .57  Eiillion  v;ero  Navels  and  miscell- 
F.-ec  -ivv -:Uid  ,6^  million  were  YalenciaSc    Grauefruit  is  estimated  at  A-,1  million 
boxes  —  the  same  as  the  19^-5-46  T)ioductiono    About  27  -oercent  of  uroduction  was 
utilized  to  March. 1  in  both  yearsc 

California  Navels  and  miscellaneous  oranges  are  estimated  at  19 „7  million 
boxes  —  11  Dercent  above  the  19^J-5-^6  croiOc    About  12  million  boxes  were  utilized 
to  March  1  in  both  19^  and  19'i-7  with  about  one  milliOii  boxes  processed  to  March  1 
in  both  years »    California  Valencias*  vrhich  are  harvested  mostly  in  the  summor  and 
fall.,  are  forecast  at  32o^.  million  boxes  compared  vdth  26.,5  million  in  19^5-^6o 
The  Desert  Valley  grapefruit  crou  is  estimated  at  1,.39  million  boxes  —  1^  percent 
above  the  l-,22  million-box  crop  produced  in  19^5--^6o    Grapefruit  in  other  areas, 
moi-.tly  for  harvest  in  the  summer,  is  placed  at  2.0  million  boxes  comuared  v'ith 
2o23  million  boxes  in  19^5-.'^6,    Lemons  are  forecast  at  13,9  million  boxes  —  ^ 
percent  less  than  the  14-c5  million  boxes  Toroduced  last  season.    Utilization  to 
March  1  this  year  amounted  to  2o7  million  boxes  compared  vd th  3-5  million  boxes 
tn  March  1  last  year  ,    ^bout  ^60  million  vrere  urocessed  to  March  1  this  season 
como-'-red  with  1^,06  million  to  the  same  date  last  season. 

In  Callfornlaj  both  February  and  January  were  dry  months.    Othcr;d.se,  grov/- 
Ing  condition'?  ha-ve  been  satisfactory  with  no  frost  inj^ory  to  either  fruit  or  trees 
this  season,  zfm 
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MILK  PROrUCTIOK;     lairing  Fe^Drupry,  19^1-7,  milk  prbduction.  on  United  States  farms 

totaled  8.5  "billion  potmds,  9  percent  e.liove  the  1936-^5  PelDina.ry 
aver?.5e  p.nd  3  percent  more  than  3.  year  .earlier,   'Milk  cow  numlDers  were  down 
alDout  2  percent  from  Pehruary  19^6,  tut  milk  production  per  cow  was  5  percent 
a.hove  Pehruary  last  year  and  at  the  highest  lerel  for  this  month  ever  reported, 
Fehru.-ry  19^7  milk  production  was  1 -pei-cent  lower  than  in  19^^  when  the  month  h^d 
29  days,  hut  wa.s  otherwise  the  highest  'on  record.    Milk  production  usually  declines 
about  ^  percent  from  January  to  Sehruar7/-,hecause  of  the  fewer  number  of  days  in 
Fehrupry,     This  year  the  decline  was  5  percent.     Taily  milk  production  per  capita, 
in  Pehru-ry  was  2,12  pounds  which  is  ahore  average  and  highei*  than  a  year  ago,  "but 
lower  than  for  any  Fe"brue,ry  during  the  '19^1-^5  period. 

Milk  production  per  cow  on  March  1  wa.s  13  percent  ahove  average  and  the' 
highest  of  record  for  that  date.    This  is  the  thirteenth  consecutive  month  in 
which  milk  per  cow  in  crop  reporters'  herds  exceeded  -orevious  records  for  the 
date,    March  1  milk  production  per  cow  was  the  highest  on  record  in  19  State."Se 
The  unusually  high  production  per  cow  is  attriTDuta^hle  to  several  factors.  These 
factors  include  continued  heavy  feeding  of  grain  and  concentra.tes  to  milk  cows, 
moderated;/  good  prices  for  dairy  products,  good  care  of  the  p.nim-nls,  and  heavy 
culling  of  low  producing  milk  cows  in  the  last  two  years,     February  wea.ther  was 
not  particularly  favorable  to  milk  production  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  Tem.- 
peratu.res  were  below  normal  except  in  the  western  third  of  the  country,  the 
Eakotas,  Minnesota,  Michigan,  and  ITew  England,    However,  precipitation  was  also., 
below  normal  throughout  the  entire  country  except  for  a  few  scattered  areas. 

In  herds  kept  by  crop  correspondents,  milk  production  per  cow  on  Mp.rch  1 
for  the  United  States  was  15.08  pounds,  6  percent  above  a  month  earlier,  com- 
pa.red  to  the  usual  seasonal  increase  of  about  5  percent  for  this  period.  In 
all  major  geographic  divisions  except  the  South  Atlantic  Sta.tes  milk  production 
per  cow  was  up  from  February  1,  with  increases  ranging  from  ^  to  12  percent,  comi- 
pared  v/ith  the  1936-'4-5  a,verage  for  March  1,  milk  "oroduction  per  covf  'this  year 
was  hig'ner  in  all  geographic  regions  and  for  the  Nation  as  a  whole  was  u'o  13 
percent,    Regional  increpses  ranged  from  7  to  20  -oorcentn     Compared  to  March  1 
last  year,  milk  production  per  cow  was  up  in  all  geographic  regions,  averaging 
6  percent  higher  for  the  entire  country. 

The  percentage  of  milk  cows  reported  milked  in  crop  re'oorters'  herds  on 
Hp.rch  1  v;as  66,7,  highest  for  the  date  in  5  years  and  pbout  a.verrge  for  the  1936-^5 
period.    Regionally,  the  percentp.ge  milked  ranged  from  a  lov/  of  55  percent  in  the 
South  Central  States  to  a  high  of  7k  percent  in  the  Horth  Atlantic  States. 

Five  of  the  19  States  for  which  monthly  milk  production .estimptes  are 
made  established  new  high  production  records  for  Fcbrua.ry,     They  were  Pennsyl- 
vaJii?,,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Virginia,  and  North  Cp.rolina.     In  Wisconsin,  Februpry 
milk  production  totaled  1,117  million  pounds 5  in  Iowa,  ^59  million  pounds;  in 
Michigan,  ^-08  million  pounds;  in  Illinois,  ^02  million  iDo-mds.  Milk  production 
per  cow  in  herd  for  Februpry  v/as  the  highest  on  record  in  13  of  the  19  Stp.tes  . 
shown  in  the  table  below.     In    Oklahoma  and  Oregon,  milk  production  per  cow 
continued  at  a  rather  low  level  compared  to  other  years,  v/hile  in  Hew  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Forth  Takota,  and  South  Carolina  Febru-^ry  milk  Toroduction  per 
cow  has  been  exceeded  in  only  one  or  two  yer rs. 
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ESTIMATED -MOITTHLY  MILK  PRODUCTIOIVOF  FARMS 

,  SELECTED 

SPATES 

'  1/ 

Ja,n.  * 

J^  e  D  - 

:  Feh-  : 

J.  0  U  *• 

•    .T  p  >i  ■ 

(J  c.Ii  ^ 

x  c  U  . 

^tPte 

:  Aye  373^5 ! 

19^6  ; 

19^7  ; 

19^7 

St?  tc 

: Averager 

1  Qll-^ 

•  *  1  ok?  ■ 

■  - 

_:19l6-^5-v 

Mi 

llion  pounds 

illion 

pounds 

r.j. 

7^ 

76 

86 

97 

11^ 

126 

115 

Pa- 

372 

^OT 

?87 

93 

100 

108 

10^ 

228 

262 

39 

■  h,Z 

^3 

Ill«  ■ 

378 

■  /+o^ 

^15 

^02- 

■  Oklai, 

168 

167 

161 

168 

Mich. 

352 

393 

^18 

^8 

,  Mont. 

^2 

WiG„ 

905 

1,110 

■1,097 

■    1,117  ■ 

:  Idaho 

83 

85 

88 

84 

Iowa 

^58 

^77 

^59 

Utah^' 

^3 

50 

51 

50 

Mo  „    ' ' 

222 

zks 

269 

25^ 

•  '.Tash. 

131 

139 

136 

136 

b' .  Daic . 

13^ 

131 

130 

135 

;  Oreg. 

85 

80 

81 

79 

Kans  „ 

217 

193 

215 

,211 

:  Other 

3,687  ■ 

3 , 781 

^,301 

3,965 

\  .  States 

7,782 

8,215 

8,911 

8,491 

!_/  Monthly  data  for  other  States  not  yet  a.vailahle. 


POULTRY  AlTD  EG-G  PRODUCT  I  OF;     Earm  flocks  laid  4.8  hillion  eggs  in  Eetruary  —  4 

percent  less,  than  in  Eehruary  last  year,  "but  3I  "oer- 
cent  aho.ve  the  1936-45  average.     The  decrease  was  the  result  of  a  6  percent 
decrease  in  the  nurnher  of  layers,  only  partially  offset  hy  a  2  loercent  increase 
in  the  rate  of  lay.    Egg  production;  was  .dovni  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Decreases 
from  a  year  ago  amounted  to.  8  percent  in  the  South  Central  States ^  6  percent  in 
the  1/est,  5  percent  in  the  Forth  Atlantic  and  South  Atlantic,  3  r^ercent  in  the 
West  Forth  Central  a.nd  2  percent  in  the  Ea.st  Forth  Central  States - 

Egg  production  per  layer  in  February  \\ras  12.4  eg^s ,  a  record  high  rate  for 
the  month,  compared  with  12.2  eggs  a  year  ago  and  10 -1  eggs  for  the  lO-year  average- 
The  rate  for  the  month  was  up  from  a  year  a^go  in_all  parts  of  the  country  except 
the  East  Forth  Central  Stat.es  where  it  was  down  1  nercent ,  and  the  South  Atlantic 
States  where  it  v/as  ahout  the  same  as  .  a  year  ago.     It  reached  new  record  high 
levels  in  the  Uest  Forth  Central,  South  Central 'a.nd  'Western  States.    Average  egg 
production  per  layer  for  the  first  2  months  of  this  year  was  24.0  eggs,  compared 
with  22.4  during  the  period  last  year.     .  .  , 

Layers  in  farm  flocks  averaged  386,895,000  /birds  in  February  —  6  percent 
less  than  in  February  last  year,  but  8  percent  more  than  a.verage.     Layers  were 
fewer  than  last  year  in  all  parts  of  the  country.    Decreases  from  last  year  v;ere 
11  percent  in  the  South  Central,  8  percent  in  the  VJest,  6  percent  in-the  Forth 
Atlantic  and  VJest  Forth  Central,  5  percent  in 'the  South  Atla.ntis  and  2  percent  in 
the  East  Forth  Central  States. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  in_ mid-February  averaged  38.6  cents  per 
dozen,  the  highest  February  price  since  1920  —  18  percent  above  the  price  a  year 
a.go  and  59  percent  above  the  10-year  average.     The  seasonal  decrease  from  January 
to  February  was  2.7  cents  per  dozen,  compared  with  a  decrease  of  8.5  cents  during 
the  month  .last  year  -and  a  io->;ear  average  decrease  of  2.7^cents.-    Egg  markets  were 
firm  during  February,  except  on  the  Pacific  Coast  vrher^  sharp  declines  v;ere 
registered  early  in  the  month.    All  markets  closed  in  a  steady  to  firm  position 
with  prices  appreciably  above  last  year's  levels.     Severe  winter  v/eather  restricted 
transportation,,    Government  buying  on  suoport  programs  and  good  consumer  demand 
were  factors  of  strength.  '  •  _  ' 

Chicken  prices  on  February  15  averaged  25.3. cents  per  pound  live  weight,  the 
highest  price  for  the  month  since  1920.     This  compares  vith  23-1  cents  a  year  ago 
and  an  average  of  17-5  cents.    Prices  decreased  O.3  cents  per  pound  during  the 
month  ending  February  15,  comoared  v.^ith  a  decrease  of  0-4  cents  lost  year  and  an 
average  seasonal  increase  of  0-1  cents-    Poultry  markets  in  general  vrere  relatively 
stable  during  February-  Fowl  and  hea'/y  roasters  were  scarce,  but  fryers-were  in 
ample  sup-^ly  and  at  times  in  excess  of  dcma.nd-  Storage  reserves  continue  relatively 
heavy,  but  net  withdrawals  have  been  larger  than  average  for  the  season. 
 .  ZS~  ^  .  
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■  Turkey" prices  in  mid- February  averaged  29.8  cents  -per  pound,  compared  with 
31,6  cents- a  y^ar  a^o'and  the  lO-yeap  average,  of  21t'2  cents.     Markets- imp-raved 
during  the  month,  pric^-e . advanced  2  to  5  cents,  and  the  volume  of  saleg  was  fairly • 
satisfac-^orjr.     Althoiigh  storage  stocks  are  at  record  levels,  outlets  are  fexpahding 
under  stimulus  of  relatively  low. prices,  ■  ■ 

.     The  February ^'15  cost  of  the  United  States  farm  poultry  ration  wag  $3.43 
per  100  pounds  compared  with  $3.Q2  a  year  ago  and  an  average  of  $2,09. '   She. ration 
cost  has  been  gradvially  decreasing 'since  the  high  point  of  $3.94  last  July.,  .The 
relationship  between  the  price  of 'eggs  and  the  price  of  feed  was  more  favqra'ble  in 
mid-February  than -a  year  earlier  .but  it  was  slightly  less  favorable  than  tfe /; 
10-year  average,  -..The  chicken-f ee.d  and  turkey-feed  ratios,  however,  were  Jess" 
favorable,  than  a  year  ago  or  the  .average.  /   '    '  ' 

DECREASE  IN  SALES  OF  CHICKENS  FROM  FARMS  IN  1946- 

Sales  of  chickens  from  farms  in  1946  amounted  to  2,261  million  pounds  live 
weight  —r  15  percent- less  than  in  1945,     Sales  of  young  chickens  in  1946  were  21 
percent  smaller  than  in  1945  because  of  a  much  smaller  crop  of  chickens.  Sales 
of  mature  chickens  were  11  percent  less  than  in  1945.     From  January  1,  1946  to 
January  1,  1947  inventory  numbers, of  all  chickens  decreased  10  percent*  Inven- 
tories of  hens  increased  1  percent,  while  pullets  decreased  12  percent  and  other 
chickens  .30  percent. 

Sales  during  the  4  months  of  heaviest  marketings  -  July  through  October  - 
made  up  50.8  percent  of  the  year's  total  sales,  compared  with  52.0  percent  ixi- 
1945*    ..During  the  first  4  months  of  1946,   the  season  of  lightest  marketings,  spies 
of  chickens  amounted  to  18» 4  percent  of  the  year's  poujidage,  compared  v/ith  15*-5.  ■ 
percent  during  the.'  "saine-  period  in  1945, 

f  \'    ,  L>  .  '     "  ■  ..... 

'Of.  all  chickens  sold  in  1946,  33  percent  by  weight  came  from  flocks'  in  the 
West  North  Central  States,  21  percent  from  the  East  North  Central,  17  percent  from 
theJNarth  Atlantic-,-  15  percent  from  the  South  Central',  7  percent  from  the  .South 
Atlanti^c,  and  7  percent  from  flocks- in  the  Western  States.     Of  the  nwiber  of 
c.^rckrens  sold  in  1946,   52  percent  were  young  chickens  with  an  average  live  weight 
of  3,6  pounds,  and- 48  percent  were  hens  and  roosters  with  an  average  live  -v/eight 
of  5.2  po-iinds.     The  average  weight  of  all  chickens  sold  was  4.4  pounds,  conmred 
with  4.3  .pQvmds  in-a945. 

'  .       .  *■  CEOr  R7:f6hTING- BOARD  . 
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CROP  Productjon'lJ 


STATE 

■    ; ■ Average  t 
•  1  1935-44  : 

1944  ' 

• 

1945  ' 
t 

Indiceted 
1946 

Thousand  bexea 

California,  all 

45. 412 

60. 500 

44  180 

52,100 

Havel s  and  Misc.  2/ 

17,882 

22,100 

17 ; 680 

19.700 

Valencias  " 

27,530 

38,400 

26.  500 

32,400 

rioFida,  all 

29,640 

42,800 

49,800 

51,500 

'  Early  and  -  Midseason 

16.545 

ol, 700 

26,500 

Valencias              •  ' 

13,095 

21,100 

24,400 

25,000 

TexaSj  all  2j 

2 , 539 

4.400 

4. 800 

5,  500 

Early  and  Midseason  ' 

1,477 

2,600 

2,880 

3,350 

Valencias 

1,062 

1,800 

1,920 

2,150 

Arizona,  all  2/ 

600 

1,150 

1,210 

1,270 

Navels  and  Misc. 

284 

550 

570 

600 

Valencias 

316 

600 

640 

670 

Louisiana,  all  2/ 

279 

360 

330 

390 

5  States  3/ 

78,470 

109,210 

100,320 

110,760 

T»tal  Eaxly  &  Kidseason  4/ 

36,466 

An  rri  a 
t f , OXU 

50,540 

61,900 

53,460 

p,r\  port 

TANGJIHJNES; 
Florida 

2,980'. 

4,000 

4,200 

4,800 

ALL  OBAJ^iG£S  AlUJ  TANGERIlJBS 

5  States  3/ 

81,450 

113,210 

104,520 

115,560 

GRAPEFHUIT;  . 

ilorida,  all 

20.780 

22,300 

32,000 

30,000 

Seedless 

.  '  7,840 

8,400 

14,000 

14,000 

Otber 

.  12,940 

13,900 

13.000 

16,000 

Texas,  all 

13,999 

22,300 

24,000 

25,000 

?  Am 

Cl  ,  OKJX 

3,750 

4,100 

Califomia>  all 

2,503 

3,830 

3,450 

3,390 

Desert  Valleyi 

•  1,104 

1,530  . 

1,220 

1.390 

Other 

1,399 

2,300 

2,ooe 

4  States  37  . 

40,083 

52,180 

63.550 

62,490 

LIMOTlsli 

Caliionxia  3/ 

■  11,520 

12,550 

14. 500 

13, WO 

Xlcrida  3/ 

116 

250 

200 

5/  170 

\f Relat'es^tft  crop  from  tlooia  of  year  shown.    In  California  the  picking  season 
usually  extends  from  a'bout  Oct,,  1  to  Dec,  31  of  the  following  year.     In  other  States 
the  season  begins  about  Oct,  1,  except  for  Florida  limes,  harvest  of  vhicjj  usually 
starts  ab<?ut  April  1,     For  some  States  in  certain  years,  production  inclu^^i  8om» 
quantities  donated  to  charity,  unharvceted,  and/or  eliminated  on  %ccount  ^  ©co- 
n^mic  conditionii.    2/  Includes  small  quantities  of  tangerines.    3/  N©t  content  of 
"btx  varies.     In  OalTfornla  and  Arizona  the  approximate  average  for  oracget  is  77  lb, 
and  grapefruit  65  lb*  in  the  Dea«rt  Valleys;  68  lb.  for  Calif,  grapefruit  in  other 
areafi}.  In  Florida  and  p.ther  States,  oranges,  including  tangerinet,  90  lb»  and 
grapefruit  80  lb.,  Calif.,  lemons,  79  lb,;  Florida  limes,  80  11).    4/  In  Oalif,  and 
Ariz,  ^  Navels -ajid  misoellaoeous.    6/  December  1  indicated  production, 
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-  _  Kii^j?!E?)ixra>  m^^mic^cow  in  hseds  kept    romms  1/  ^ 

and  :  "*  '*Ar&m'g&      T    ~  Z(J,r-^      "f    "'Qw<         •    '  "loi.v 

-    5ili£i2°L  .  I  >  J536Jt:p^  ^  1  ^  ^  ^  ^  1  ^  _  ^  ^    ^  ^  ^ 

Me.  12.9  13.8  12.6  13. :5 

H.H.  lj*.5  16.0  14.8  15.8 

Vt.  1^.1  15.0  13.6  Ih^k 

Mass,  17.1  15.9  l^.i?  17.3 

Com.  17. U  17.6  16.4  17.3 

TT.Y.  16.9  18.5  17.8    •  18.9 

IT. J.  19.9  19.9  20.0  2G.6 

Pa.  16.8  17.6  17 .2_  17_.5   _  - 

|.A^.- ::::::::  icp : : : :  iji^ : : :  i :  w^^z^z  z  z  ruii  -  z 

Ohio  XJ^.^  15.4  T5.2  15.2 

Ind.  13.5  14.1  14.3'  15.0 

111.  14.8  .            15.7  15.7  16.6 

Mich.  17a  17.5  17»3  18.8 

Via.  16.9  _           18.5  _           18.7  19.1   _  . 

Ej.Mrl  1 1  _  1 1  1 1  BiTl  ^ZZ^  %€.1Q.  I  >.  I  «  I  l&  I  I  1 1  I  i7l5i  .  I 
Rlmx.  17.3^  18.1  19o3    •  20.2 

lova  15.2  16.0  l£^^  r-   17.3  ■  - 

Mo.  9.0  10.0  9.7  lloO 

H.Pak.  12.8  1^.0  13.1  14.5 

S.Brik.  11.3  11.6  12.7  12.8 

!f©br,  13.2  13^4  14.7  15.4  ■ 

Kans.  13.6  13^7  13^9  _     15.5   _  _ 

w  J.cektT  gT7j  ~  14.0*8  ~  15 .03  16T09 

55d.  1474       ■  I5T4           "* "  15T3""  1677" 

Va.  10.3  11.6                  11,5  11.5 

V.Ta.  8.8  9,6                    9.8   ,  9.6 

N.C.  10.6  10.9                   11.2  11.9 

S,C.  9.8  9.7                   10.2  10.1 

Ge.  _____       _         8.3  _   8.8  _   8^3  8_^8 

Io732  HI.  11721  I  I  I  I  _  11^3  I  I  I  I  „  Jul  _  _ 
Ky.  9.6^  9.9  I0.5  Jo. 4 

Term,  8.9  9.2  9.7  9-6 

Ala.  7.7  7.9  7.6  8.2 

Ml3s.  6.2  6,6  6.2  6.5 

Ark.  7.2  6.9  6.7  '  '  7.0    .  ' 

Okla.  9.6  9.9  9.8  ■  10.8 

Tel.    __  __  _8_^0_  _  _,7^9  _    8_^0         _         7^8  _ 

S.C55^r.  I'"".^   8.4o     "  ~  ~  _8.5^  _     Z^^^"  "  Z^jS^^  _  ~ 

Mcnt7  "  ~     1279  1477  "1^,2  14.6" 

Idalio  16.0  16.7  16.7  .18,1 

Vyo.  .  12.3  14.0  15.8- ,  16.4 

Colo.  13.9  14.8  .       l4.3  15.4 

Utah  16.2  17.7  17.6  18.7  > 

Vaeh.  16.2  16.7  17.2  17-8 

Ores.  14.2  13.3  13.4  14,0 

Calif.  _       _     17.8   17_:.6   -19.4  .*19.8_____ 

WESTI  _~  15lo^  I  l5^'8""     _        1672B  II  "  I  _  i87o  3  

5.1.-.  IIIIIII..1 13.^45  _  .  23^2.  I  I  _  1 1 14I2B  _  _  I  _  ^  15lo3  ^ 

1/  Averages  represent  the  reported  daily  milk  production  of  herds  kept  lay  report- 
ers dlYided  hy  th#  total  number  of  milk  COT^^3  (in  milk  or  dry)  in  these  herds. 
Figures  for  Nev  Snglahd  States  and  New  Jaraay  'are  "based  on  comhiaed  returns 
from  crop  and  special  dairy  reporters.    Figures  for  other  States,  regions  and 
U.S.  are  iJased  on  returns  from  crop  reporters  only.    The  regional  averages 
are  'based  in  paxt  on  records  of  less  importent  dairy  States  not  shovjn  sepa- 
rately, as  follows:    North  Atlantic,  Rhode  laland;  South  Atlantic,  Delaware 
and  Florida;  South  Central,  Loulsiaaa;  l^estorn,  New  Mexieo^  .  Arlz$jDi>'and  Nevada 
■  -       ■  -  8  - 
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llltlllllllflllMl 


State  rWtiinl^er  of  layers  on 
and.   thaa^  dnrj 
Dlrisjkwii  l^W 


Me.. 
N.H. 

n. 

Mass, 

R.I. 

Conn. 

N.I. 

N.J. 


3,238 
2,216 
■  968 
5,175 
560 
3,090 

14,552 
7,881 

19,860 


1 34  7 

jsand 
1,980 
2,048 
852 
4,504 
518 
2,834 
13,093 
8,518 
18 , 633 


Ji.ggf  per 
100  lay(S^^  . 

1947 


^.Atl.  ^5^,540  2  J''E*I?^  Ill 

S'hio         17,067  16,755 
-14,066  14,578 
30,024  19  320 
11,532  10,828 
 _J.5,960  15,936 

E.N.C€^t.78,649  ^77,417  1 

Ri  


551 
509 
602 
674 
630 
534 
394 
450 
403 

294 
288 
201 
232 
294 

260 
352 
243 
193 
952 
092 
322 
305 


l^illicns 

1 

00 

31 

74 

DD 

1 

,562 

33 

32 

69 

68 

1. 

,638 

16 

14 

32 

29 

1 

,708 

87 

77 

177 

158 

X 

,593 

9  ■ 

8 

18 

17 

1 

,562 

47 

44 

98 

93 

1 

,450 

203 

190 

410 

395 

1 

,484 

114 

126 

226 

248 

1 

,400 

279 

261 

539 

542 

1 

,478  - 

823 

~"  "^83"' 

l76?3 

1,616 

1 

,266 

221 

212 

424 

422 

1 

,271 

181 

185 

334 

360 

1 

187 

240 

229 

440 

446 

1 

,254 

142 

136 

277 

268 

1 

305 

207 

208 

417 

425 

110 

Ind. 
111. 
Mich, 
Vis.- 


253 
378 
266 
243 
991 
221 
361 
400 
299 


991 
378 
403 
247 
44 
89 
164 
199 


_970 
"  ~36l" 
384 
240 
45 
98 
178 
_198 
V504~ 

ii~ 

42 
103 
38 
83 
27 
51 
_  21 
"  ~3  7  6~ 


1,892 

.  751 

433 
84 

156 
329 
_355_ 
'"2_^e49_ 

23 

84 
191 

78 
142 

49 
•89 

41 

"  ""697" 


1_^921 
743" 

■  768 
449 
86 
185 
345 
_378 
^954' 

"  .  22* 
■  83 
201 
■  75 
151 
47 
,  91 

_  5^ 
"  ""708" 


nn, 
iova 
Mc. 
K.Dak, 
S,Dak, 
Kebr,. 
Kane , 


27,977 
32,398 
20,692 
4,664 
8,116 
13,909 
15,219 


26,230 
30,360 
19,340 
4,508 
8,063 
13,114 
_14,156 
115,771 
856 
3.353 
8,436 
3,376 
8,330 
3,216 
6,060 

_35.,430 

9,434 
8,770 
5,972 

5,446 
5,688 
3,058 
9,342 
23,556 

1,653 
1,983 

695 
2,887 

966 

518 
2,704 

263 
4,440 
3,060 
14,872 

"34,031 

386,895 


V.K. Gent.  122,975 


256 

243 
256 
190 
201 
9-74 
840 
876 
170 


1,544 


Del. 

Md.  :. 

Va.  . 
V,Va. 
N.C. 

s.c. 

Ga, 

Fla._ 

Tenn, 
Ma, 

4rk.. 

La. 

Okla. 

S^,Ceiit.  ■ 

E'cnt. 
Idah* 
fyo. 

del*. 

N.Mex. 
Ariz. 

in  ah. 
iTev, 
Wash, 
Oreg. 
(lalif . 


988 
3,548 
9,013 
3,462 
8,591 
3,575 
6,220 

_  h271 
J37,370 

10,062 
9,210 

.  6,504 
5,942 

■  6,502 
3,8*2 

10,492 

27,240 

1,712 
2,098 
677 
3,480 
1,130. 

518 
.S,768 
272 
.  4,884 
3,251 
16,365 . 


263 
260 
224 
126 
991 
846 
840 
1,148 
1.061 


12 
45 
107 
42 
84 
30 
54 


1,063 

1,126 

080 
862 
770 
806 
790 
1,215 
1,,002 
~  987 


397 

113 
90 
■56 
46 
52 
30 
127 
273 
78y 


1,064 

94-4 
862 
750 
801 
750 
1,280 
1,092 

r,0^i2 

1,131 
1,327 
1,193 
1,193 
1,204 
1,408 
1,344 
1,274 
1,445 
1,324 
1,392 


100 
83 
51 
41 

46 

23 
120 
257 

~72l" 

19~ 
26 

8 
34 
12 

7 
36 

3 

•  64 
41 
207 


194 
150 
90 
74 

80 
48 
226 
_457 

36~ 
52 
15 
77 
21 
11 
67 
6 

143' 
89 
402 


193 
157 
89 
69 
75 
38 
220 
_448 
■l_j^289*" 

37' 
51 
16 
65 
22 
13 
71 
6 

129 
80 
401 


1,126 
1,299 
1,232 
1,268 
1,022 
1,215 
1,310 
1,260 
1,428 
1,394 
1,313 


19 
27 

8 
44 
12 

6 
36 

3 
70 
45 
215 


?.S.  412,453 


1, 305 
1,219 


1,343 
1,243 


485. 
5,027 


457 
'47811" 


_919 
'9,319 


891 
9,379 
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SALE  OF  CHICKENS  FROM  FAHMS 


1/ 


Area  and  year  * 


^ounds_s_old  during_y£ar   _ 

June :  July:  Axig,  ;  Septj^:Oct.j_l{oVj_ 


Dec, 


N«Atl, 

1945 

5.4 

5,2 

5.9 

6,0 

8.8 

8.9 

10,5 

10,5 

12,1 

10.2 

8.1 

8.4 

1946 

5.  9 

5,8 

6.1 

8.5 

10.0 

8.9 

9.3 

9.4 

13,3 

10.4 

7,0 

5,4 

E.IT.C, 

1945 

4,0 

3,1 

2.7 

3.2 

5.9 

7.6 

10,6 

13,0 

14,4 

17.3 

10,9 

7,3 

1946 

5e6 

3,6 

3.0 

5.2 

5«8 

8.4 

11.2 

13,5 

15,2 

13.5 

8,3 

6.7 

W.  1T,C. 

1945 

2o4 

1.5 

lo3 

1,8 

4,0 

7.4 

10.2 

13,8 

17,5 

20.3 

13,0 

6.8 

1946 

2,2 

1,8 

2cl 

2.8 

5c  3 

7,9 

12.3 

15.0 

17,8 

18.8 

9,4 

4.6 

ScAtl, 

1945 

5.0 

6, 3 

8o2 

11,3 

7o3 

7,8 

9.8 

11,2 

9,7 

8,9 

7,0 

7.5 

1946 

7,0 

8,6 

8o2 

7,-7 

10.2 

10,3 

llul 

8.4 

8.5 

6.9 

6,3 

6.8 

S,  Centu 

1945 

5,3 

4c  1 

5t>  5 

8o3 

10.3 

Ho  8 

11,7 

10,6 

9,0 

9.0 

7,4 

7/0 

1946 

5,1 

4,  3 

5.2 

7o7 

12o8 

12o7 

11.9 

11.7 

8.7 

7,8 

6,3 

5.8 

Vests 

1945 

4c  8 

4.2 

5,5 

6<.0 

8a  5 

9o5 

11,0 

12  0  3 

12.6 

10.7 

8.6 

6,2 

1946 

6o9 

5«0 

5o8 

7e3 

9o8 

10,2 

10,6 

11.0 

10,4 

9.0 

7.1 

6,9 

u,  s. 

1945 

3o9 

3,3 

3o7 

4.6 

6,6 

8,4 

10o6 

12,4 

14,0 

15,0 

10.3 

7.2 

1945 

4.7 

3,9 

4c  1 

5o7 

8oO 

9c2 

11<»3 

12,5 

13^9- 

13,1 

7.9 

5,7 

-  10  ~ 
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